
15

20

25



Booklet of urban resilience community initiatives 
in Seville and Barcelona: civil society against the 
effects of climate change

In recent years, the notion of urban resilience has permeated the responses of Spanish cities to the risks 
and effects of climate change, either through various municipal adaptation plans and/or the mitigation of 
climate change, or more general public policies such as development or civil protection plans. But what is 
urban resilience? The concept of resilience is academically defined as the ability of a system to absorb 
disturbances and reorganize itself while experiencing a change to retain the essence of its functions, 
structure, identity and reactions*. In the urban context, and in the face of the climate crisis, this 
translates into creating cities capable of anticipating, facing and recovering from extreme weather 
events, such as heat waves or floods, without greatly altering its functionality. 

At the same time, citizens are organizing to implement urban resilience initiatives, either fully 
self-managed, or in collaboration with government institutions through different collaboration and 
co-management formulas. Many of these community initiatives complement and even fill gaps in 
institutional action, and often target traditionally forgotten groups that are more sensitive and vulnerable 
to climate risks, such as homeless people or families at risk of social exclusion. 

Knowing what these community initiatives consist of and which entities they promote and 
collaborate with, as well as understanding their motivations, dynamics, lines of action and 
achievements, is a crucial task to promote and support inclusive processes that guide the conception 
and implementation of climate resilience strategies.  In a first effort to achieve this objective, this 
document compiles actions, movements, strategies and proposals of citizen groups from the cities of 
Seville and Barcelona to deal with three hydro-climatic risks, which can be amplified by climate 
change: heat waves, floods and droughts. 

This booklet is part of the RESCITIES project started in 2019, funded by the State Agency for Research 
and led by the TURBA research group (Laboratory of Urban Transformations and Global Change) of the 
Universidad Oberta de Catalunya (UOC). Research staff collaborates in this project from Universidad de 
Sevilla (US), Universidad Pablo Olavide (UPO), Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona (UAB), and 
Universitat Internacional de Catalunya (UIC). 

Through “snowball” sampling, we start from the initiatives already known by the team in both cities to 
consult the entities that promote them and identify others. In the case of Barcelona, it is worth 
mentioning that Col·legi d’Ambientòlegs de Catalunya (COAMB) gave us its support by asking its 
partners on entities or initiatives that promote resilience in the city. In Seville, we started from a catalogue 
of social entities made by la Asociación El Enjambre Sin Reina. Once we made the description of the 
initiatives, the promoting entities received their corresponding texts to review and validate them. We 
received a response in most cases. On some occasions they provided the images approved for publication. 

*  Walker, B. Holling, C.S., Carpenter, S.R., Kinzig, A. 2004. Resilience, adaptability and transformability in social-ecological systems.
Ecology and Society 9(2):5.



As a result, we present a total of 53 initiatives, 26 in Seville and 27 in Barcelona, which we group into 
four categories according to their nature and objectives: 1) CLIMATE, which includes mobilizations and 
proposals of a political nature against the effects of climate change; 2) GREEN, ranging from urban 
greening initiatives and agroecology to land protection; 3) NEW CULTURES, which includes artistic  
interventions, publications, projects to recover historical memory and performances to promote  socio-
environmental awareness and dissemination; 4) WATER and ENERGY, which includes initiatives both to 
guarantee access to water, energy, and thermal comfort and to monitor or promote infrastructure for 
hydro-climatic risk management.

The booklet is made up of sheets that describe each community initiative indicating the promoting entity 
or entities, the types of initiatives and the hydro-climatic risk or risks they face (heat waves, floods and 
droughts), as well as whether there is a role for government institutions in their management.

This booklet of community initiatives may not include all that currently exist, given the dynamism of social 
movements and because this is an initial effort. If you know of a proposal that we have not included, you can 
share it with our team by writing an email to: turba_in3@uoc.edu 

Editors: Mar Satorras (UOC), Ángela Lara (UOC), Isabel Ruiz-Mallén (UOC)
Contributors: Mar Satorras (UOC), Ángela Lara (UOC), Leandro del Moral (US), Elisa Oteros-Rozas (UVic, 
UOC), Luis Berraquero-Díaz (UPO), Francesc Baró (UAB), Hug March (UOC), Isabel Ruiz-Mallén (UOC)
English Translation: Victoria Lemley (UIC)
Design: Ana Varela  -  www.anavarela.net
Date of Publication: July 2020
CC BY License

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project "The political ecology of 
urban resilience to hydro-climatic phenomena in Spain", coordinated by UOC and financed by 
Agencia Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE) and the UOC 
research group TURBA.
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Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Participation 
in PACES 
Sevilla

Movement of entities for the climate of Seville
Concerned about the absence of effective measures by the Seville City Council to fight 
against the effects of climate emergency in the city, a platform of about 40 social and 
professional entities with a presence in the capital decided in the spring of 2018, to 
collaborate on actions that raise awareness and make political impact by promoting the 
real participation of civil society in municipal politics.  It is made up of groups with diverse 
natures and objectives: environmentalists, residents, professionals, unions, entities that 
work with vulnerable groups, etc.

Initiative
It is a set of coordinated actions that were carried out in relation to the process of drafting 
and approval of the Climate and Sustainable Energy Action Plan (PACES), in addition to 
other local political instances related to the Climate Emergency. They are especially 
focused on proposals related to sustainable mobility and increasing the canopy cover of 
the city, in improve habitability, health and environmental quality of Seville in response to 
climate change. The increase in tree mass allows, on the one hand, an increase in the 
surface of shade, thus decreasing solar radiation and, therefore, heat accumulation, and 
on the other, the evapotranspiration processes of the trees also contribute to the decrease 
of the temperatures. 

The citizen participation sessions "Proposals for a Habitable Seville" or the debate with the 
representatives of the municipal candidates entitled "Answers for a Habitable Seville" are 
some of the most relevant actions. 

Image: Movimiento de entidades por el clima.

010101

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))



Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
https://2020rebelionporelcli
-ma.net

Global 
Climate 
Mobilization

Fridays For Future Sevilla | Salmorejo Rebelde | 
2020 Rebelión por el clima-Sevilla
As a result of the international Climate Movement, Fridays For Future appears in Seville as a 
predominant student organization that concentrates every Friday in front the City Council 
and calls for strikes to draw attention to the climate emergency, focusing on public 
administrations. Shortly after Salmorejo Rebelde emerged, an independent collective 
whose main purpose is direct non-violent action, established as a local node of Extinction 
Rebellion Spain.  As a result of the confluence at European and state level of these 
movements in 2020 Climate Rebellion (By 2020 We Rise Up), this platform is established in 
Seville, which works as a space for coordination where these and other movements and 
people are grouped for political action under the umbrella of climate justice. 

Iniciative
The mobilizations for the climate carried out by this platform of groups in Seville respond to 
events such as the World Strike for Climate, the mobilizations of the week September 20-27, 
2019, the civil disobedience actions for the week of October 7, 2019, in Madrid, where 
protestors camped out in front of the Ministry of Ecological Transition, or the Social Summit 
for Climate from December 6-13, 2019. Notably, on September 30, 2019, members of the 
platform chained themselves to the headquarters of the Andalusian President with the aim 
of "declaring the climate emergency across the country ”and demanding that measures will 
be taken to avoid rising temperatures, according to predictions by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

Image: Plataforma 2020 Rebelión por el clima-Sevilla. 

020202

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))

https://2020rebelionporelclima.net
https://2020rebelionporelclima.net


Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
www.redsevillaporelclima.or 
g

Climate Actions 
in Seville

Red de Sevilla por el Clima
La Red de Sevilla por el Clima (The Seville Climate Network) is a non-profit entity 
established as an association and born in Seville in 2016 with the objective to design and 
execute climate strategies in Seville.

Initiative
It consists of a set of actions to raise awareness and inform citizens and 
political entities of the problems related to climate change. Among them 
include amendments to the Climate and Sustainable Energy Action Plan (PACES), 
where a more rigorous evaluation and greater concentration of mitigation and 
adaptation measures were included in the plan. 

In general, the project “Education for the Climate”, created talks on the climate 
emergency in primary, secondary, and high schools. They also lead a citizen alliance 
to promote the candidacy of Seville as the European Green Capital, where actions 
are planned in various fields, such as sustainable mobility, naturalization, and 
urban greening. In general, the actions promote a bioclimatic urban design that 
contributes to regulating the microclimate of the city and reduce the heat island effect, 
improving the habitability of public spaces, especially in summer. They also 
propose strategies to improve urban permeability, to reduce surface runoff and therefore 
flood risks. 

Image: Red Sevilla por el Clima.

030303

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))

http://www.redsevillaporelclima.org/


Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
http://institucional.us.es/
compromiso/index.htm

University of 
Seville's Plan 
for Climate 
Action

Universidad y Compromiso Social 
Universidad y Compromiso Social (UCS) was born from an interdisciplinary group of around 
70 professors from the University of Seville who seek to guide university work towards 
social, political and economic transformation, in order to promote a more humane, 
equitable and respectful world, in regards to people and the environment.  The 
University of Seville committed to the Charter declaring a State of Climate Emergency, 
promoted by the UN and EAUC (Alliance for Sustainability Leadership in Education), and 
assumed three fundamental commitments: promote research dedicated to climate change, 
achieve carbon neutrality by 2050, and create environmental education and 
sustainability programs within university campuses. UCS decided to adopt this line of 
action as one of the central objectives of their work.

Image: Luis A. Zambrana.

040404

Initiative
This initiative continues a long history of work in social and environmental matters at the 
University of Seville, adjusting to the priorities that climate change introduces. Its 
objective is to promote the elaboration, with participatory methodology, of an Action Plan 
against the Climate Emergency that encompasses physical and socio-educational 
interventions. Some of its fundamental axes are related to the evaluation of the thermal 
functioning of campus buildings, the implementation of strategies based on the New 
Culture of Water, or a Green Infrastructure Plan as a carbon sink that allows the reduction 
of the effect heat island, in addition to education, research and knowledge transfer 
strategies in the face of the climate emergency and the socio-ecological crisis. In parallel, 
they have started teaching activities focused on these issues, such as the university course 
"Climate Emergency: Social Scenarios of the Future". 

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia Estatal de 
Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))

http://institucional.us.es/compromiso/index.htm
http://institucional.us.es/compromiso/index.htm


Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave, flood

Web: 
http://plataformaciudadana-
parques-se.blogspot.com/

Neighborhood 
Actions for 
the Parks and 
Gardens of 
Seville

Citizen entities for the parks and gardens of Seville
Set of entities that, each with its particularities, aim to ensure the conservation and 
improvement of parks, gardens, green areas and street trees of the city. The role played by 
Plataforma de Parques y Jardines de Sevilla is crucial, created in 2010 and brings together 
an important number of local entities (primarily neighborhoods, ecologists, and heritage 
defense groups). Other associations they collaborate with are linked to certain green 
spaces and neighborhoods, such as Asociación de Amigos de los Jardines de la Oliva (1986) 
la Asociación de Amigos del Parque Amate (2011), la Asociación Verdes del Sur (2012) and 
the recently constituted Plataforma por la Plaza de San Leandro (2019)  and Pulmón 
Vecinal en el centro de Sevilla (2019). 

Initiative
The main line of work is the creation of neighborhood collaboration networks for 
improvement of public spaces, protection of urban nature, training in environmental 
practices  and in monitoring administrative work in relation to urban green spaces.  In 
addition to fostering community relations, awareness and environmental 
training, they promote the maintenance and good condition of green areas in the city.

The city's parks and gardens function as temperature regulators, 
since the evapotranspiration processes that occur in trees help to improve the 
microclimate and to combat the heat island effect. Additionally, these areas of 
natural soil improve urban permeability, reducing surface runoff and in turn, flood 
risks. Stretches of streams run through some of the historical parks in the city, which 
turn them into potential flood control zones. 

Image: Antonio Laguna (Jane’s Walk Sevilla).
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This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave, flood

Web: 
https://salvatusarbolessevil-
la.wordpress.com/

Defending 
the Trees of 
Seville

Plataforma salva tus árboles Sevilla
Citizen platform driven by people and groups that emerged as a response to actions by the 
Seville City Council on the trees of the city.  Arisen as a result of an important campaign to 
cut down trees by the Seville City Council in the summer of 2018, they argue the vital role 
of urban vegetation and trees to the quality of life of citizens.

Initiative
The initiative involves an important work of investigation, surveillance, control and 
reporting of the municipal management of urban trees, parks, and gardens. Specifically, 
the platform denounces the lack of transparency and participation, non-compliance with 
municipal regulations, irregularities in the execution and especially bad practices such as 
excessive and out of season pruning, empty tree pits, trees with roots and trunks 
suffocated by cement, lack of irrigation and care, especially in newly planted trees, etc.

This initiative has its demands, among others, the publication of detailed and relevant 
information, compliance with the General Urban Planning Plan regarding the ratio of 
planting, approval of a new Urban Tree Plan, as well as the reorganization and 
remunicipalisation of the Parks and Gardens maintenance service.  

Urban trees, thanks to the casting of shade and evapotranspiration processes, contribute 
an improved microclimate and combat the heat island effect, in addition to increasing 
urban permeability, reducing surface runoff, and with it, the risks of flood.

Image: Plataforma Salva tus Árboles Sevilla.

060606

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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Scale: Distrito Este-Alcosa-
Torreblanca

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave, flood

Web: 
http://aula.aguapedia.org/
course/view.php?id=207

Green 
Torreblanca

Grupo TAR – Escuela Politécnica de la Universidad de Sevilla & 
community groups in the Torreblanca neighborhood 
The community members of the Torreblanca neighborhood, supported by researchers of 
Grupo TAR and its students from the Urban Naturalization course of the Escuela Politécnica 
Superior de la Universidad de Sevilla, have jointly designed the strategies and proposals 
necessary to naturalize the neighborhood while opening paths for social development. 
Various entities and neighborhood associations, such as the Centro de Adultos AAW 
Torreblanca, Torreblanca neighbors’ association or the Torreblanca Civic Center, 
collaborate in the initiative, as well as the Office of Cooperation of the University of Seville, 
the area of citizen participation of the Seville City Council, the Department of the 
Environment of the Andalusian Government or the Guadalquivir Hydrographic 
Confederation. 

Image: Grupo TAR.

070707

Initiative
It is a participatory action-research initiative for the self-construction of a “green 
neighborhood” in Torreblanca de Los Caños, in which the students of the University of 
Seville have developed various revegetation and naturalization proposals for urban 
regeneration and environmental improvement in the neighborhood. 
The work has been accompanied by multiple neighborhood actions such as weekly 
workshops for the implementation of "green streets", interventions in key places such 
as  el Jardín de las Acacias or el Jardín del Panadero, the latter built with high 
school students, the naturalization of the pond in social gardens, the reforestation of the 
“Canal de los Presos” or the "green schools", and informative activities such as the 
"Carrera Popular Torreblanca Verde" or the "Competition for balconies, patios, roofs and 
shop windows".

All these urban naturalization actions contribute to improving the microclimate 
and reducing the heat island effect, mainly due to the increased shade and 
the evapotranspiration processes of the vegetation. They also allow greater urban 
permeability that facilitates better control of surface runoff, thus reducing flood risks.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave, flood

Web: 
https://sevillamasverde. 
wordpress.com/

Reforestation of 
el Charco de la 
Pava, Tablada, 
and la Ladera del 
Carambolo

Sevilla Más Verde
Collective born with the idea of greening Seville and its surroundings by converting 
degraded spaces into green spaces for the enjoyment of all.  Among its objectives are to 
recover the native vegetation eliminated by intensive agriculture and disproportionate 
urban growth, restoring degraded natural areas, carry out "rebellious gardening" actions 
in abandoned spaces, create carbon sinks to combat climate change, improve the 
landscape visually, raise awareness, disseminate vegetation knowledge and its importance 
for the quality of  citizens’ life. Collaborating in the initiative are la Red Ciudadana de 
Sevilla, Amigos de la Cornisa Este, and the Seville City Council.

Image: Sevilla más verde.

080808

Initiative
In a context of climate change, the initiative aims to increase urban and metropolitan 
green spaces and adapt urban gardens to favor plants that are native, need low 
maintenance and little water.  Various reforestation projects of degraded spaces in Seville 
and its metropolitan area have taken place, notably, on the slope of El Carambolo, where 
they have managed to stop the degradation of this space by planting more than 1,800 trees 
on 10 hectares of hillside since 2012.  In 2018, the group has begun to operate in the 
Charco de la Pava and Tablada area, within the municipality of Seville. 

Urban and peri-urban forests are natural regulators of urban hydrological cycles and local 
climate. Among other benefits, these forests reduce the risk of flooding (reducing surface 
runoff and erosion and improving infiltration of water), and minimize climatic extremes 
linked to heat (cooling the urban environment to through evapotranspiration and shade).

The initiative is characterized by its operability and the implementation of its approaches 
and objectives.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))

https://sevillamasverde.wordpress.com/
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Scale: Distrito Sur, 
Bellavista-La Palmera

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave, flood

Web: 
https://
plataformaparque-
guadaira.wordpress.com/ 

Caretakers of 
Guadaira Park 
and River

Asociación Parque Vivo Guadaira, Plataforma Salvemos el Guadaira
The  “Parque Vivo Guadaira” association was born in 2012 during the construction process 
of the park on the old river bed of Guadaira river in the municipality of Seville (currently 
deviated further south), with the aim of making it a well-kept and safe space to learn, as 
well as a means and an opportunity to revitalize the neighborhood. Also linked to the 
defense of the Guadaira River, Plataforma Salvemos el Guadaira, with its central nucleus in 
Alcalá de Guadaira, has a line of work extending to the hydrographic  basin (Arahal, Viso 
and Mairena del Alcor, Paradas, Morón de la Frontera).

Initiative
On the one hand, the Asociación Parque Vivo Guadaira has an important activity to 
stimulate its environment by organizing debates, neighborhood actions and institutional 
advocacy. It places special emphasis on the role of the park as a space for coexistence and 
a meeting point where stigmas can be knocked down, especially for residents of Polígono 
Sur, a sector of the city physically and socially segregated. 

The study “Arriba las ramas. Inventario y señalamiento de árboles y 
alcorques desaparecidos del entorno urbano del parque del Guadaira” (2019) (“Up the 
branches. Inventory and marking of missing trees and tree pits in the Guadaira 
park's urban environment”), a citizen science investigation that delves into the 
evolution of urban trees in that sector of the city, contributes to the hydro-climatic 
resilience of the area. 

On the other hand, the “Salvemos el Guadaira” Platform carries out mobilization 
and reporting actions in relation to the main problems of the river: discharges into 
the riverbed, abandoned mills, impassable stretches of the riverbank, lack of surveillance, 
and landfills, among others.

Image: Antonio Laguna (Jane’s Walk Sevilla).
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Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave, flood

Web: https://www.adta.es/

Defense of the 
Metropolitan 
Territory

Asociación por la Defensa del Territorio del Aljarafe de Sevilla 
(ADTA)
ADTA  (Association for the Defense of the Aljarafe Territory of Seville) aims to defend the 
land, as well as the urban, cultural, and environmental values of Aljarafe and the Seville 
metropolitan area, in order to achieve a better quality of life for people residing in the 
region.

It was born around the year 2000 linked to the Riopudio stream recovery project and 
the Green Corridor proposal around this channel. It is an association of few but 
growing members, with two decades of an uninterrupted trajectory, which stands out as a 
critical and independent citizen entity.

Initiative
It consists of training and information actions, institutional participation, organization of 
debates, talks, etc. in relation to spatial and urban planning, transport, water, landscape, 
heritage, the environment and other issues related to the territory of 
the metropolitan area of Seville.

ADTA has also actively intervened in state and regional plans, such as the Estudio 
Informativo de la Circunvalación SE-40 (Informative Study of the Ring Road SE-40) or the 
Plan de Ordenación del Territorio de la Aglomeración Urbana de Sevilla, (Plan for the 
Organization of the Territory of the Urban Agglomeration of Seville), and in all kinds of 
municipal plans to defend the values of the territory and particularly the preservation 
of the river ecosystems of the Seville metropolitan area. The conservation of the 
hydrological network is essential in prevention of floods, as well as the presence of bodies 
of water and naturalized spaces allows the reduction of the heat island effect.

Image: ADTA.
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Scale: Distritos Norte, Triana, 
Casco Antiguo, Este-Alco-sa-
Torreblanca, Cerro-Amate, Sur 
y Bellavista-La Palmera

Comanagement: 
Seville City Council 

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Community Gardens 
of Seville

Associations from various urban gardens
Set of neighborhood entities that have promoted and managed the activity of the urban 
gardens of Seville until 2016, at which time it passed to a model of co-management with 
the Seville City Council. As a result of this change, associations of gardeners were created 
expressly to manage the gardens.

Initiative
In 1983, the residents of the Miraflores neighborhood occupied vacant lots with the goal to 
convert them into green spaces and decided to start a project of urban gardens. There are 
many citizen initiatives that have emerged to launch similar projects in different 
neighborhoods of the city, such as Parque Alcosa, Torreblanca or San Jerónimo, 
promulgating the focus on their right to the city and the citizen's struggle for the 
occupation of these spaces for use and enjoyment of the neighborhood. Until the City 
Council assumed the revitalization of the gardens through the hiring of an external 
company, it was mainly the neighborhood entities that managed and revitalized 
the gardens, in addition to carrying out other actions related to heritage 
conservation or environmental improvement of the city and the neighborhood, with 
municipal subsidies. Currently these associations focus their activity on other issues related 
to the environment or heritage.

It should be noted that these initiatives have given hundreds of people the opportunity to 
become “urban farmers” and implemented school garden programs that have initiated 
thousands of girls and boys into these practices, strengthening the sense of community and 
promoting socio-ecological awareness in relation to resource management such as water. In 
addition, the neighborhood control of these gardens has promoted and/or consolidated the 
creation from the main parks of the city. The conservation of naturalized space from these 
large urban areas contributes to regulating temperature and improving the 
microclimate, reducing the heat island effect, in addition to generating greater urban 
permeability that facilitates better control of surface runoff and therefore reduces flood 
risks.

Image: Raúl Puente Asuero.
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Scale: Distrito Casco Antiguo

Hydro-climatic risk:  Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web:  
http://
www.huertodelreymo-ro.org/ 

Garden of 
el Rey Moro

Asamblea del Huerto del Rey Moro
Asamblea del Huerto del Rey Moro is a self-managed collective that is in charge of 
management of this garden and its activities, a green space located in the historic center of 
Seville, with an extension of about 3,500 square meters, which was occupied and recovered 
by the neighborhood from administrative abandonment in 2004. It receives its name from 
la Casa del Rey Moro declared a Site of Cultural Interest in 2001.

Initiative 
The garden is understood as a space created by and for the enjoyment and recreation of the 
community members of the San Luis neighborhood, where urban agriculture acts as a binding 
element of people, ideas, learning and coexistence, being a green lung that benefits the 
neighborhood health and social cohesion. It also works as a space for children and 
community recreation, a space where children’s birthday parties and nonprofit organization 
meetings are held. It has a series of neighborhood gardens, as well as an experimental 
permaculture terrace and a communal terrace. It also has a large space for recreation and 
children's playground. It is claimed as “the largest public space in the Historic Center of 
Seville not urbanized or commercialized” where environmental activities are developed, as 
well as, communal meals, a summer cinema, musical performances, theatre and many other 
dynamic proposals organized by the Asamblea del Huerto del Rey Moro.

This initiative has allowed the conservation of designated land to be built as a naturalized 
space, thus helping to regulate the temperature and improve the microclimate of the city, 
alleviating the heat island effect, in addition to generating greater urban permeability as it 
facilitates better control of surface runoff and therefore reduces flood risks. This space also 
favors the sense of community and awareness in relation to the use of water and the 
production of organic farming.

Image: Antonio Laguna (Jane’s Walk Sevilla).
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Scale: Distrito Norte

Hydro-climatic risk:  Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web:  
https://
agroecologiaislade-
tercia.wordpress.com/

Gardens on 
Tercia Island

Gardens on Tercia Island
La Asociación Agroecología Isla de Tercia developed this cooperative project, maintaining 
a part of the garden and managing the rest through an agreement with la Fundación 
Humana through the 3C program Let's Cultivate the Climate and the Community of Isla de 
Tercia-Seville, a social and urban agriculture program whose objective is to promote a 
model of sustainable agriculture in urban environments through horticulture and agro-
ecological management.

Initiative
This garden project is located on Tercia Island, a natural enclave encompassed by the 
Guadalquivir river to the west and the Tamarguillo channel to the south. This flood-prone 
area is of special scenic and natural interest, serving as a refuge for a wide variety of riparian 
plant and animal species. The garden users have very diverse profiles. Some belong to the 
Spanish Red Cross Senior, Youth and Childhood Areas, others to the Garden Working Group of 
the Faculty of Sciences of the Education of the University of Seville or the group of migrants 
and refugees through the ACCEM association.

Project objectives include raising awareness of the consequences of change climate and the 
responsibility of citizens in this regard, in addition to generating social links with organic 
farming. In this way, the aim is to generate better knowledge on the use of resources, 
especially water and soil. The existence of this great expanse of gardens near the city 
contributes to regulating the temperature and improving the microclimate, reducing the heat 
island effect, generating greater urban permeability that facilitates a better control of 
surface runoff and therefore reduces the risks of flood.

Image: Fundación Humana.
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Social Ecology 
Actions

Ecologistas en Acción
The local group of entities Ecologistas en Acción (Ecologists in Action) was founded in Seville 
in 1998 from the convergence of local groups and activists from AEDENAT (Ecological 
Association in Defense of Nature), CEPA (Confederation of  Eco-pacifists of Andalusia) 
alongside other environmental activists. Since then they have developed various awareness 
projects, promoting political and institutional action from the perspective of social ecology. 
The headquarters of the association is in the "Germinal" Center for Social Ecology, where 
socio-environmental education programs, including urban gardens, are developed. 

Initiative
Consisting of a set of actions to raise awareness and train the population in relation to 
climate change, the annual organization of the Social Ecology Course stands out. This 
course incorporates a complex and systemic vision of the global crisis, its causes and 
consequences, as well as a specific session on degrowth and local resilience. Another 
notable program is  the reforestation campaign of Tercia Island, which aims to plant 1 tree 
for every citizen of Seville in 10 years to contribute to improving the environmental quality 
of Seville and mitigating climate change. Additionally, the important job of monitoring 
and reporting environmental problems is carried out in the agro-ecological space of San 
Jerónimo, including the defense of livestock routes, urban expansion processes or the 
Annual Report on Wastewater Treatment in Andalusia, carried out by the Federación 
Andaluza. 

The initiative also encompasses denouncing actions when they are understood to be 
harmful from a socio-ecological point of view through the media and legal channels, such 
as the campaign against the proliferation of large commercial areas. This, among other 
things, is intended to guarantee the conservation of the ecosystem services of the 

territory, including the regulation of water and climate cycles. 

Image: Ecologistas en Acción.
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Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
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Web: 
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www.ecologistasenac-
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lucia/sevilla/
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Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
http://www.janeswalksevilla. 
com/

The Walks of 
Jane's Walk 
Sevilla

Jane's Walk Sevilla
Jane’s Walk Sevilla is a group that started from the idea that people, who do not necessarily 
know each other, walk together through the city with the goal of commemorating the work 
of the urban thinker Jane Jacobs, leading to a kind of walking conversation that opens a 
space to debate, free of prejudice, about all the problems and opportunities that the city 
presents. Initially emerged in Toronto in 2007, Jane’s Walk is a festival held in May in 
hundreds of cities around the world. 

Initiative
During years of community work, the initiative has generated a living archive where shared 
stories, silenced histories and anecdotes recover the unofficial memory of the city through 
the walks. In these archives key places are pointed out, alternatives to normalized urban 
practices are made visible, and their creators face them, shaping a guide to find possible 
interlocutors through the city of Seville.

Among the walks held, some are directly related to hydro-climatic risks or the key elements 
for building urban resilience to these risks. For example, "Discovering the healing effect of 
trees"; "Miraflores, the neighborhood fight for a park with history"; "The metropolitan 
dimension of the system of free spaces"; "Alley of water"; "The dock of the Guadalquivir"; 
"The old bed of the Guadaira river” or “ Port, river and city. An ill-matched trio”, the latter 
having precisely as a common thread the marks of the numerous avenues that Seville has 
suffered throughout its history.

The walks promote a better understanding of urban reality, especially in relation to 
elements on which resilience to hydro-climatic risks materializes, such as are the 
infrastructures, the heritage, the hydraulic transformations of the city or the urban green.

Image: Jane’s Walk Sevilla.
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Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
http://eltopo.org/

El Topo 
Tabernario

Asociación El Topo Tabernario - Ecotono SCA
Asociación el Topo Tabernario promotes the bimonthly newspaper of the same name 
since 2013, in which council members write, illustrate, lay out and review articles, 
supported by the coordination team, Ecotono SCA. Ecotono is a cooperative born in 2002 
whose activity is focused on the framework of education, participation and 
communication for sustainability, especially in providing tools for interpreting reality 
that allow sustainability criteria to be integrated in decision-making about daily life.

Image: Pedro Peinado.
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Initiative
The newspaper El Topo Tabernario has a digital edition and a print run of 1,000 free 
distribution copies. From an anti-capitalist, libertarian, feminist, degrowth, ecologist and 
antimilitarist perspective, this newspaper aims to provide complementary or different 
information from that offered by the conventional media, giving a voice on these issues to 
groups and people who are often invisible or silenced. Among its objectives is to 
disseminate information generated from the perspective of political ecology and 
ecofeminism. It has a section titled "Sustainabili-what?" where content related to strong 
sustainability is developed, presenting analyses on the socio-ecological costs of capitalist 
development, extractivism, productivism, climate justice, the "green" economy or the new 
culture of water, in addition to strengthening the understanding of extreme 
interdependence in the rural-urban axis. In the article “Resiliencia en el abismo de los 
límites” ("Resilience in the abyss of limits"), published in December 2017, they proposed 
as a way out the situation of civilization, climate collapse, ecological, economic and 
systemic, the construction of a story for the social majority based on the perspective of 
degrowth, transition, local resilience, and the path of simplicity. In September 2019 they 
launched a monographic issue on the Climate Emergency in collaboration with the Climate 
Rebellion movement.
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Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
http://
www.andaluciaresi-
liente.net/

Andalucía 
Resiliente

Solidaridad Internacional Andalucía   
Solidaridad Internacional Andalucía is a social organization that aims to achieve a more 
just and united world. It was created in 1996 as a non-profit organization, and, 
beyond the processes of cooperation and humanitarian aid, its objective is the creation 
of a critical citizenship. 
For the Resilient Andalusia campaign in Seville, Solidaridad Internacional Andalucía has 
collaborated with other entities such as Educa Libre Sevilla, Economistas Sin Fronteras, 
MAD Africa, Ecologistas en Acción, el Foro por otra escuela, el Sindicato de Periodistas de 
Andalucía, La Ortiga, el Mercado Social de Sevilla, and REAS Andalucía.

Initiative
Andalucía Resiliente is a campaign of social awareness and citizen mobilization promoted 
by Solidaridad Internacional Andalucía to raise awareness about the ongoing collapse of 
our industrial civilization and promote citizen networks for local resilience and global 
justice in Andalusia, mobilizing citizens towards building the resilience of their territories 
and populations with the goal of global, social, and environmental justice. Andalucía 
Resiliente intends to make the global crisis an opportunity to move towards new forms of 
organization in balance with the ecological limits of the planet and the common good. 

In Seville, among other activities, the Sevilla Resiliente, Cuidando de la tierra y sus gentes 
(Resilient Seville, taking care of the earth and its people), meeting was held in November 
2017.

Image: Anna Elías.
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ADICI HUM-810 
The ADICI HUM-810 research group at the University of Seville, specializing in Social 
Habitat Management, is leading this initiative in collaboration with la Federación de 
Entidades de Alcosa (FEA) and with financing from la Junta de Andalucía. 

Scale: Distrito Este-Alcosa-
Torreblanca

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
https://www.aopanda-
lucia.es/inetfiles/agen-
cia_innovacion_estructu-
ra/1642014111810.pdf

Neighborhoods 
in Transition Initiative

It is a participatory research-action project centered in el Derecho a la Ciudad y el 
Movimiento de Ciudades en Transición (Right to the City and the Movement of Cities in 
Transition), in which institutional and citizen initiatives focus on the idea of communities, 
cities, towns, neighborhoods or forests in transition to a post-carbon model of civilization. 
The central objective is to increase the resilience of communities to cope with critical 
situations. Therefore, the starting point of its entire strategy is the strengthening of 
communities, fostering ties, creating mutual aid and exchange networks of goods and 
services.

It presents a “road map” for a sustainable future of the city through a series of adaptations 
in the fields of production and management of energy, water, health, education, economy 
and agriculture, aimed at increasing autonomy and reducing emissions. For this, it is 
proposed to investigate the capacity of interlinked, small-scale actions of immediate 
scope, to generate "processes of virtuous circles", as argued by the same entity, that allow 
progress towards more livable, cohesive, lively, and participatory neighborhoods, with 
stronger communities that undertake measures to improve their neighborhoods by 
reducing their carbon footprint as they develop the local economy and strengthen the 
sense of community.

The project was developed in the Alcosa neighborhood in Seville as a case study, where the 
seven structural axes for management were the rehabilitation of housing, public space, 
accessibility and mobility, energy, environmental, financial and food sovereignty, and 
socio-environmental education.
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Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
http://amordebarrio.net/

Neighborhood
Love

La Transicionera and Santa Cleta
La Transicionera is an association whose purpose is to promote economic and social 
empowerment processes that make it easier for organizations, communities, and 
institutions to practice fairer social and environmental models. Santa Cleta is a non-profit 
social interest cooperative dedicated to promoting the bicycle as urban transport, as a tool 
for citizen empowerment, ecological responsibility and as a symbol of social change. They 
collaborate with other entities in this initiative, such as CEIP Huerta Santa Marina, 
Solidaridad Internacional Andalucía, EMA RTV, Mercado Social de Sevilla, SOM Energia, 
Cotidiana SCA, Red de moneda social PUMA, and are funded by el Fondo Andaluz de 
Municipios para la Solidaridad Internacional (FAMSI).

Initiative
The “Amor de Barrio” project was born in 2019 from a group of people from San Julián, San 
Gil and Feria who wanted to make their neighborhood a better place to live; more humane 
and sustainable. The project has four thematic areas: local economy and commerce, 
environment, mobility and energy, education and culture, and public spaces, housing and 
tourism. It creates strategies, actions and new stories from innovative perspectives such as 
the Transition Movement, degrowth, Ecofeminism, “Buen Vivir”, etc.

The project is developed through a series of workshops with different neighborhood actors 
building a common vision of transition, in addition to other activities such as 
neighborhood parties, a short video contest or formative sessions. Among the latter, the 
one titled “Los barrios ante la crisis ecosocial: la vecindad en tiempos de emergencia” (The 
neighborhoods in the face of the eco-social crisis: neighborhood in times of emergency), 
analyzed what conflicts it is generating the neighborhood/city linked to capital expansion 
and, above all, how to resist and reverse this process in order to cultivate fairer and more 
livable neighborhoods, towns, cities and planet. 
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AMPAS de Sevilla - Escuela de Calor
This movement is led by some 200 Asociaciones de Madres y Padres (AMPAS) (Mothers and 
Fathers Associations) of the public school of Seville and Provincia de Centros de Educación 
Infantil y Primaria (Province of Infant and Primary Education Centers)  and Institutos de 
Educación Secundaria (Secondary school centers), who fight for the bioclimatic adaptation 
of public educational centers. 

Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave

Web: 
https://
www.facebook.com/
escuelasdecalor/

Campaign for 
Bioclimatization 
of School Centers Initiative

Born in June 2017 after a heatwave forced the school year to end prematurely in Andalusia 
due to high temperatures in the classrooms. The AMPAS are promoting sustainable air 
conditioning for all public educational centers, demanding that the Andalusian 
Educational Administration respect the rights of the students to study in a suitable 
environment. They proposed the development of a Sustainable Bioclimatization Plan for all 
public centers, which combines architectural measures, green areas, bioclimatization, 
renewable energy, areas of shade, and ventilation. They also promoted a Proposition of 
Law for the improvement of thermal and environmental conditions of all Andalusian public 
schools by implementing bioclimatic techniques and renewable energy, which initially got 
majority support in the Andalusian Parliament, but modifications in the parliamentary 
process have led to the rejection of this proposal. Currently the law continues to be 
processed.

Image: Raúl López Lara.
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Cotidiana SCA 
Cotidiana is a cooperative of women architects whose objective is the eco-social 
transformation of the way inhabited spaces are conceived. They propose architectural and 
urban processes from the lens of global sustainability, through inclusive and participatory 
processes, promoting the flexibility of spaces, minimizing the environmental impact, the 
ecological footprint and maximizing care. They count on the realization of this pilot project 
with the financing of the European Union under the DEAR NoPlanetB program through the 
Fondo Andaluz de Municipios para la Solidaridad Internacional (FAMSI).

Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave

Web: 
http://cotidiana.coop/
pro-ject/bioclimatiza-tu-
cole

Bioclimatize 
Your School

Image: Cotidiana SCA.
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Initiative
Arising in response to the problems of Andalusian schools, which are in a critical situation 
against rising temperatures, one of the effects of climate change. Educational communities 
are excessively exposed to elevated temperatures in classrooms, resulting in class 
evacuations, concentration problems, and general discomfort. The initiative aims to 
publicize bioclimatic architecture in all its complexity to educational communities, 
demonstrating its environmental benefits, and how a scientific design supposes a real and 
contrasted alternative to solutions that, like air conditioning, pollute and negatively affect 
the climate. Likewise, it values the potential of educational centers as possible mitigators 
of the urban heat island effect. It is also intended to unite architectural and urban 
processes, bioclimatic design, and environmental and social participation, through the use 
of very specific tools developed by academic research.

The pilot project was carried out during 2019 at a Childhood and Primary Education School 
in Seville, where a personalized bioclimatic solutions guide was created through 
participative workshops with the students, and dissemination and awareness 
activities. During the year 2020, it will extend the analysis to other schools. The proposed 
expansion to other centers has won two Germinador Social Awards, Som Energia and 
Coop57.
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ONGAWA
ONGAWA is an association whose purpose is to put technology at the service of human 
development in order to build a fairer and more supportive society, understanding poverty 
as a violation of human rights and placing these at the heart of their model of intervention. 
They work especially on the human right to water and sanitation (Derechos Humanos al 
Agua y Saneamiento, DHAS), and they do so from their sectoral specialization, through the 
provision of services, capacity building, advocacy, and improvement of public policies and 
strengthening of a critical and active civil society in all the countries in which they work.

Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave, drought

Web: 
https://
sevillasemoja.wor-
dpress.com/

Seville Gets Wet: 
Information and 
Awareness of the 
Human Right to 
Water and 
Sanitation 
(DHAS)

Initiative
The objective of the activity “Sevilla se moja” (“Seville gets wet”) is to promote awareness 
and participation in favor of the human rights to water and sanitation (DHAS)  among 
people with concerns in international cooperation, as well as to improve social 
participation and sustainable development in the city of Seville, to strengthen their 
capacities to act as agents of change. The aim is to raise awareness of the implications of 
DHAS and its consequences on other rights such as health, education, or gender equity, in 
addition to generate better knowledge about the functioning of the urban water cycle in 
Seville. The organization continues working in this line, in collaboration, among others, 
with The United Nations Rapporteur for DHAS, Leo Heller, with whom they organized the 
international conference “El derecho humano al agua, un reto local y global” ("The human 
right to water, a local and global challenge"), in September 2019.  Adequate access to 
water and sanitation are essential for a decent life, especially when facing risk situations 
such as heat waves or droughts. In a city with long periods of high temperatures, access to 
water is essential for combating the effects of heat waves, especially among vulnerable 
groups, like the homeless, for whom this access hindered.
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Affected people, Participa Sevilla, IULV-CA, RANCA, 
Plataforma de Afectados por la Hipoteca, Puntos de 
Información de Vivienda 15M. 
Social platform born in 2015 from a group of people whose access was limited to their 
human rights to water and sanitation (DHAS), and which were supported in their claims by 
organizations such as la Red Andaluza de la Nueva Cultura del Agua, la Plataforma de 
Afectados por las Hipotecas , los Puntos de Información, Vivienda y Encuentro (PIVEs), as 
well as municipal groups in the City Council of Seville from Participa Sevilla and IULV-CA

Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave, drought

Web: 
https://
www.facebook.com/
niundiamasunaviviendasin-
agua/

"Not One More Day 
Living Without 
Water" Campaign

Image: Ni un día más una vivienda sin agua.
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Initiative
The campaign “Ni un día más una vivienda sin agua” (“Not one more day a house without 
water”) was carried out in 2015. It called for changes in the regulation of the public water 
company, EMASESA, to prohibit the cutting off of water supply for economic reasons, as 
well as to enable procedures for contracting service by people with precarious tenure of 
their homes. After a year of public actions and institutional advocacy, the company 
modified its regulations to incorporate DHAS. However, there is still a question if there is 
adequate information for citizens to regulate effectively. This is the most outstanding 
meaning of this experience: the resolution or mitigation of the problem through a 
modification of local regulations, as a result of an intense, focused, timely, and well-
organized mobilization on a very sensitive topic. 

Adequate access to water and sanitation are essential for a decent life, especially when 
facing risk situations such as heat waves or droughts. In a city with long periods of high 
temperatures, access to water is essential for combating the effects of heat waves.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
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Red Andaluza Nueva Cultura del Agua (RANCA), Universidad 
de Sevilla
El Grupo de Investigación Estructuras y Sistemas Territoriales (GIEST) of the University of 
Seville, coordinates this initiative by relying on la Red Andaluza de la Nueva Cultura del 
Agua (RANCA). This network was born in 2001 to connect associations, platforms, 
professionals and people in Andalusia who work in the defense, conservation and 
protection of aquatic ecosystems. In recent years, it also aligns and integrates with 
movements for the defense of public water management and the ideology of the Human 
Right to Water and Sanitation (DHAS).

Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought

Web: 
https://redandaluzaagua. 
org/

Collaborative 
Digital Map of Water 
Conflicts in 
Andalusia

Initiative
The map of water conflicts is a tool that aims to collaboratively map and document the 
main conflicts, debates and social initiatives around water in Andalusia. The project is 
inspired by the Atlas of Environmental Justice and in the ideology of the movement for New 
Culture of Water. The project combines the perspective of environmental justice –or water 
justice, in this case- with the open government proposals. The map focuses on conflicts 
generated by actions on bodies of water and associated terrestrial ecosystems that produce 
changes in the type of environmental services (provision, regulation, cultural), and the 
social and territorial distribution that they provide. These interventions may have their 
origin in changes to the physicochemical quality, biological conditions, and morpho-
dynamic characteristics, including quantitative aspects. But they can also be due to 
processes that affect the functioning of urban water services, or to ethnological-heritage 
aspects with deep roots in Mediterranean societies such as Andalusia. In the city of Seville 
some conflicts are identified such as the fight for DHAS, the urbanization of La Dehesa de 
Tablada, or wastewater treatment problems.

Image: Red Andaluza Nueva Cultura del Agua.
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WWF, Plataforma de Defensa del Guadalquivir “Por un Río Vivo” 
The “Por un Río Vivo” Platform (“For a Living River”) was created in 2004 by Ecologistas en 
Acción, SEO /BirdLife, WWF-Spain, la Federación de Arroceros de Sevilla, riparian 
municipalities, and associations of farmers, scientists, and university professors. Its main 
objective has been to collect support against the dredging of the Guadalquivir promoted by 
the Port Authority of Seville. The diverse composition of the participating sectors stands 
out, especially the involvement of the Rice Producers Federation, threatened by ecological 
changes. 

Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood

Web: 
https://www.wwf.es/?
51121/Sentencia-historica-
para-Do-nana-y-los-rios-de-
Espana

Appeals Against 
Dredging of 
Gualdalquivir
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Initiative
It consists of two contentious-administrative appeals filed by WWF against the articles of 
the Guadalquivir Hydrological Plans of 2013 and 2016 that referred to the Guadalquivir 
Dredging project. The dredging project proposed an important widening and deepening 
operation of the estuary navigation channel in a section 80 km from its mouth to the Port 
of Seville, the promoter of this operation, in order to allow the entry of larger ships. Both 
studies carried out by CSIC researchers such as the Opinion of the Scientific Commission, 
created to diagnose the consequences of this dredging, describe in their conclusions the 
consequences that this operation would produce on the river and its ecosystems. The 
proposal would also put Doñana National Park at risk because the increase in artificial tides 
that enter the Guadalquivir estuary through this space posed serious damages to the 
ecosystem, already in poor condition.

The European Commission and UNESCO decided to advise against the project. 

Both appeals ended (2015 and 2019) with judgments of the Supreme Court annulling the 
deeper dredging. It highlights the evolution of judicial bodies to understand and 
adequately incorporate the water management model that European regulations require.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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Mesa Social del Agua de Andalucía
La Mesa Social del Agua de Andalucía is made up of a group of social, union, 
environmental, consumer, and public water operators organizations (AEOPAS, FACUA, 
CCOO, UPA, COAG, Greenpeace, Ecologistas en Acción, WWF, Fundación Savia, Red Andaluza 
de la Nueva Cultura del Agua) that are partnering for the consensual creation of proposals 
in relation to the water policies in Andalusia. Despite coming together in the same space, 
entities of vastly different natures and interests are discovering how to find important 
common ground when establishing a dialogue with public administrations in relation to 
water management.

Scale: Seville

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought

Web: 
http://redandaluzaagua. org/
uncategorized/la-mesa-
social-teme-que-el-pacto-
del-agua-retrase-los-
verdaderos-retos-de-
andalucia/

Proposals for Socio-
Ecological Water 
Management in 
Andalusia
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Initiative
There are several processes of participation in public policies in which la Mesa Social del Agua 
has presented consensual positions through joint documents such as Aportaciones al 
Reglamento del Ciclo Urbano del Agua en Andalucía; Alegaciones conjuntas al Plan de 
Sequías del Guadalquivir; or Aportaciones, observaciones y sugerencias a los documentos 
iniciales del proceso de planificación hidrológica 2021-2027.

For these entities, the primary challenges that the Andalusian administration faces are 
related to adequate hydrological planning with rigorous environmental objectives: specific 
measurements, adequate economic endowments, compliance with the purification 
regulations, the guarantee of the human rights to water and sanitation, regulation of the 
urban water cycle, and support of small and medium farmers.

All the documents define social strategies to tackle the challenge of the hydrological 
transition in Andalusia, facing the deterioration of ecosystems and water resources, and the 
urgency required to adapting to climate change. 

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
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Scale: Barcelona

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
http://marxapelclima.org/

“Marxa  pel 
Clima”

Moviment per la Justícia Climàtica 
Moviment per la Justícia Climàtica is a group of individuals, organizations, and 
environmentalists who are facing a common concern: the fight against climate change.  A 
total of 168 entities supported the “Marxa pel Clima” (“People’s Climate March”) in 2018. 
After the demonstration, part of the people who participated in the organization of the 
march created the ClimAcció collective, a space that works with artivism and non-violent 
struggle against the climate crisis.

Initiative
Moviment per la Justícia Climàtica organized the Marxa pel Clima on November 10, 2018 
in Barcelona under the motto "We change the system, not the weather!". The 
manifestation gathered around 3000 people. The movement also proposed measures 
for tackling the climate emergency that materialized in the document La metrópolis 
de Barcelona hacia la justicia climática (2018).  Among the proposals for adapting to 
the effects of climate change and specifically droughts, floods and heat waves are: recover 
the Llobregat and Besòs aquifers on the Barcelona plain, resize sewerage, reduce 
losses of water from the network, reuse purified water, collect stormwater, build 
reservoirs and restore flood retention ponds, create sustainable drainage systems, 
build more green drainage spaces that allow water infiltration and avoid urban 
warming, promote desalination plants to avoid overexploitation of aquifers and their 
salinization, increase the number of public access to water by both people and fauna 
(especially in hot weather), and tax sectors that consume the most water. The document 
also notes that to make these measures possible, it is necessary to promote public water 
management in metropolitan municipalities. In order to prevent risk during heatwaves 
and cold snaps, it also proposes rehabilitation programs and personalized attention to 
families in energy poverty situation.  

Image: Marc Lozano (Moviment per la Justícia Climàtica).
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Scale: Barcelona

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
http://www.emergenciacli-
matica.net/

https://barrispelclima.wor-
dpress.com/

G-local
Climate
Mobilization
in Barcelona

Fridays for Future (F4F) Barcelona, Barris pel Clima
Fridays For Future (F4F) Barcelona is the local node of climate mobilizations that students 
started around the world. About 150 organizations including social, union, student, 
neighborhood, and ecologist from Barcelona and Catalonia, joined the manifesto of the 
World Strike for Climate promoted by F4F. 

“Barris pel Clima” began in 2019 after detecting the need to situate the fight for climate 
justice within the context of other existing and entrenched movements in the 
neighborhoods of Barcelona. The driving group comes from neighborhood activism in 
Poble Sec, Sants, and El Raval, and climate activism (ClimAcció).

Image: XR Barcelona.
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Initiative
During 2019, a series of global and local mobilizations have been carried out (g-local) in 
Barcelona to raise awareness and demand political solutions to the climate emergency. For 
example, on September 27, 2019, F4F called the climate emergency demonstration that brought 
together thousands of people in Barcelona due to the World Climate Strike. The demonstration 
was the key action of the Global Week for Climate. To give it greater visibility, during that week a 
set of decentralized actions were organized, collected in the “Barris pel Clima” platform, 
intertwining struggles and campaigns in the neighborhoods of Barcelona with the fight over the 
climate crisis. Among the activities organized there were debates to reflect on how to tackle the 
climate crisis from a professional perspective, especially by those people or groups dedicated to 
the collective construction of the city; several talks under the title “¿Qué podemos hacer ante la 
emergencia climática?” ("What can we do in the face of the climate emergency?”), and 
“Emergencia climática: ¿hay futuro?” (“Climate emergency: is there a future?”); a dialog on the 
synergies between the feminist strike, the climate strike, and the role of eco-feminism to 
articulate these struggles; a space for exchanging experiences on the role of environmental 
education in the face of the climate crisis; a meeting between the new climate movements; or 
screenings of various documentaries. It also featured actions such as "Fem barri verd” that 
promoted the squatting of an empty lot to make urban gardens. 
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Scale: Barcelona

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
https://justiciaclimatica. 
com/

Impact on 
Climate 
Emergency 
Policies in 
Barcelona

Xarxa de Moviments pel Clima
La Xarxa de Moviments pel Clima (Climate Movement Network) was created in June 2019 in 
a strategic action to influence the policies of Barcelona City Council. Initially, it was 
promoted by five climate movements: Fridays For Future Barcelona, Rebel·lió or Extinció 
Barcelona, ClimAcció, Families For Future Barcelona and Moviment per la Justícia 
Climàtica. 

Image: ClimAcció.
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Initiative
The Xarxa de Moviments pel Clima has carried out a series of actions to promote and influence 
Barcelona's municipal climate emergency policies. Before the 2019 municipal elections, the 
demands of the climate movement were presented for the 2019-2023 mandate and a debate 
was organized with all the political groups. Once the local government was constituted,  the 
Xarxa de Moviments pel Clima met with the mayor of Barcelona to demand the 
implementation of seven urgent policies: 1) stop the expansion of road infrastructure, port, 
and airport, 2) establish an anti-pollution toll, 3) increase renewable energy generation, 4) 
close the TERSA public incinerator, 5) untie municipal finances of the fossil fuel economy, 6) 
reorient the new market towards food sovereignty, and 7) implement a communication and 
awareness policy to give the climate emergency presence and rigor in the media, educational 
centers, and other public institutions.

The Xarxa de Moviments pel Clima participated and followed up on the Climate Emergency 
Table convened by the Barcelona City Council to provide the declaration with information 
about climate emergency in the city. In this sense, they asked to strengthen the participation 
of social partners and independent scientific experts, exclude business lobbies from the fossil 
economy sector from the Climate Emergency table or give the table more follow-up functions. 
Finally, in order to continue monitoring compliance with the declaration, these entities 
published a critical assessment of the climate emergency measures presented in January 
2020 by the City Council.
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Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))

https://justiciaclimatica.com/
https://justiciaclimatica.com/


Scale: Sarrià-Sant Gervasi

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave, flood  

Web: 
https://
websomnatura.word-
press.com/

Green 
Paths

Som Natura 
Non-profit association that promotes initiatives to live connected with nature in the city, 
as a source of health and well-being. Among its objectives are: 1) raise awareness and  
spread the benefits that nature brings to our quality of life; 2) make community around 
urban nature; 3) favor the involvement of citizens and other actors in the care and 
naturalization of the city.

Image: Som Natura.
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Initiative
The “Camí més verd” initiative consists of a collaborative map, and an app, which allows 
you to find the greenest route on daily commutes around the city from Barcelona. The 
objective is to promote active and healthy mobility and make it an opportunity to be in 
contact with nature, visiting parks and other public, private or community green spaces, 
and at the same time to increase the green in the city.

The “Camí escolar verd” initiative is a pilot test in the Sarrià neighborhood for community-
based greening of routes students take to the Orlandai school. The project is based on the 
empowerment of citizens to transform the urban environment, increase green and urban 
biodiversity, and promote daily contact with nature. This community action, with the care 
of children at its center, it is intended to be replicated.

The naturalized routes promoted by both initiatives can contribute to resilience in the face 
of heat waves by facilitating walking through shady and fresher areas. At the same time, 
they can reduce the risk of floods because urban green improves the retention of rainwater. 
In addition, by increasing low-pollution routes, air quality can be improved. 

The entity has also collaborated with el Ciclo Salud y Naturaleza that has promoted la 
Declaración de la interdependencia entre naturaleza y salud en Catalunya (2019) 
promoting the idea that nature provides irreplaceable benefits for health and well-being.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
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Scale: Eixample

Comanagement:  
Barcelona City Council

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood

Web: 
http://espaiambiental.coop/
verd-urba/

https://aulambiental.org/
enjar-dinada-descocells-dels-
arbres/

Collective 
Gardening of 
Tree Pits

Espai Ambiental Cooperativa 
Non-profit worker cooperative founded in 2004 with the aim of designing and managing 
community socio-environmental projects. They work in urban composting, responsible 
consumption, food waste prevention, and urban sustainability through citizen and social 
entities participation.

Image: Espai Ambiental cooperativa.
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Initiative
One of the service lines that the cooperative has developed is on urban green and air 
quality projects to renaturalize cities. These projects aim to raise awareness among citizens 
and administrators about the need to green cities in an active and participatory way and to 
enjoy the environmental and health benefits. Among others, they are promoting a project 
in Eixample, in Aula Ambimental Sagrada Familia, where community members 
landscape tree pits to naturalize the city, sharing responsibility for planting and 
maintenance. Because the municipality doesn't have enough staff to take care of tree pits, 
a volunteer network is being promoted in the city to take care of them.  Several schools, 
entities, facilities and shops have been involved.

The naturalization of tree pits improves rainwater retention in the subsoil, helping to 
reduce the volume of runoff and potential flood waters. Further, it is a useful fauna 
reservoir that improves pest control in woodlands.
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Scale: Ciutat Vella, Eixample, 
Sants-Montjuïc, Sarrià-Sant 
Gervasi, Gràcia, Horta-Gui-
nardó, Sant Andreu.

Comanagement:
Barcelona City Council

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
https://www.barcelona.cat/
barcelona-pel-clima/ca/
la-ciutadania-respon/
project-es-pel-clima

Green Roof 
Communities

Eixverd and other entities
Eixverd is a social company that promotes the sustainability of urban centers with climate 
change adaptation and mitigation projects through the implementation of proposals for 
the resilience of cities and, ultimately, the improvement of urban quality of life . At the 
same time it aims to raise awareness and citizen participation to tackle climate change. 

Other entities that have collaborated in the revitalization of green roofs in Barcelona are: 
4A + A Arquitectura Ambiental, Entorn XXI, Agrupació Arquitectura i Sostenibilitat (CoAC) 
and ICTA-UAB.

Image: Eixverd SL.
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Initiative
The “Cobertes Mosaic” initiative emerged in 2015 among the citizen projects of the 
“Compromís de Barcelona pel Clima” promoted by various entities to transform the roofs of 
Barcelona into green, productive spaces, with renewable energy and rainwater harvesting. 
That project promoted the construction of replicable pilot covers and the Green Roof 
Contest in 2017. Following the contest, new green roofs were built at the Hospital de la 
Santa Creu i Sant Pau, the Pérez Iborra School, los Salesianos de Sarrià, the cooperative's 
special work center TEB Verd, the Gran Vía Park nursing home, and in neighboring 
communities in the Eixample, Gràcia and Ciutat Vella.  In 2019, some of these entities have 
promoted a project financed by climate grants from the Barcelona City Council to analyze 
the barriers and opportunities of these covers, consulting and hosting seminars with 
different actors involved in community green roofs.

Green roofs contribute to resilience against heat waves, as they improve the thermal 
insulation of the buildings where they are located and reduce the heat island effect. They 
also contribute to adaptation to droughts due to their ability to use rainwater and mitigate 
floods as a result of the reduction of water discharged into the sewerage.
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Scale: Gràcia, Horta-Guinardó

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat wave

Web: 
https://www.salvemlalzina. 
org/

Defense of 
Urban Green

Platforma Salvem l’Alzina 
"Salvem l'Alzina" is defined as a cross-sectional and heterogeneous collective made up of 
all kinds of neighbors (squatters, ecologists, feminists, anti-capitalists, lawyers, 
shopkeepers, translators, musicians, bricklayers, architects, educators, etc.) united to 
defend the Gràcia neighborhood against speculation and gentrification.

Image: Laura Mallada.
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Initiative
The Salvem l’Alzina platform was created in November 2018 in response to the 
demolishment of 13-17 Encarnació street in the Gràcia neighborhood and the removal of 
trees with the intention of building luxury apartments. Initially, the neighborhood 
platform tried to stop the construction and prevent the removal of the bicentennial oak 
from the property. Once the rubble was cleared and the oak tree was declared of local 
interest, the demands of the platform expanded to cover other deficiencies in the 
neighborhood, such as the lack of green spaces (they argue that there are only 3.5m2 / 
inhabitant in Gràcia, while in the rest of Barcelona the urban green rate stands at 
7.1m2 / inhabitant), public equipment or affordable housing. That is why the platform, 
in collaboration with “Gràcia cap  on vas" and "Associació Veïnal Vila de Gràcia”, 
currently aims to reconvert the initial speculative project by expropriating the 
property to build public housing, a nursery school, and a public garden open to the 
neighborhood.

Among other benefits, urban green spaces offer refuge during episodes of heat and at the 
same time reduce climatic extremes linked to high temperatures by cooling the urban 
environment through evapotranspiration and shade.
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Scale: Les Corts, Sarrià-Sant 
Gervasi, Gràcia, Horta-Gui-
nardó, Nou Barris

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave, flood

Web: 
http://www.collserola.org/

Defense of 
the Collersola 
Mountains

Platforma Cívica para la Defensa de Collserola (PCDC) 
La Platforma Cívica para la Defensa de Collserola (PCDC) was created in 2001 by various 
environmental, neighborhood and social entities that work to guarantee the protection and 
preservation of all Collserola ecosystems.  Their proposals were specified in “el Manifiesto para 
un nuevo marco de protección de Collserola”  ("Manifesto for a new framework of protection of 
Collserola”) that claimed that Collserola Mountains were not considered a central park urban, but 
a natural park and the area was included in the Natura 2000 Network.

Image: Quim Rosés (Plataforma Cívica per la Defensa de Collserola).
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Initiative
After Collserola was declared a natural park in 2010, the PCDC has continued working to 
carry out el Plan especial de usos y gestión del parque (PEPNat) (Special Park Use and 
Management Plan).  Aware of the impacts Collserola receives due to its location in the 
middle of the Barcelona Metropolitan Area, the platform makes sure that administrations 
guarantee the protection of the park with rigor against human activities and possible urban 
irregularities.  It has also been actively involved in the management and planning of the 
park. For example, in 2019, in collaboration with other environmental entities such as 
ADENC, Ecologistes de Catalunya and CEPA, they presented suggestions and amendments 
to the plan for the protection of the natural environment and the landscape of the Sierra 
de Collserola (PEPNat Collserola), with a specific chapter on the hydrographic system and 
the maintenance of habitats and species linked to riparian forests and water quality. The 
PCDC is also continually active in calling for the preservation of connection spaces, like the 
Llobregat river, which connects the urban parks and facilitates environmental benefits and 
services to the population.

Urban and peri-urban forests are natural regulators of urban hydrological cycles and local 
climate. Among other benefits, these forests reduce the risk of flooding (reducing surface 
runoff, erosion, and improving water infiltration), and minimize climatic extremes linked 
to heat (cooling the urban environment through evapotranspiration and shade).

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
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Scale: Nou Barris

Comanagement: Collerola 
Park

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
heat wave

Web: 
http://www.grodema.org/

Reforestation 
and 
Improvement 
Projects in 
Collserola

Associació Mediambiental Grodema 
Among the main activities of the Environmental Association of the Roquetes 
Neighborhood is the management of the Nou Barris Environmental Resources Classroom: 
a facility that provides services to education professionals, students, and the general 
public in the search and consultation of material related to nature and the 
environment.

Image: Juan Mejías (Grodema).
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Initiative
The association has contributed to expanding and improving the peri-urban forests of 
Barcelona. Specifically, it has organized the planting of Mediterranean trees and shrubs 
such as holm oaks or strawberry trees in sunny areas of the Collserola mountain range. 
Likewise, the entity organizes outings for the monitoring and managing of invasive 
species, as well as waste clean-up in the transition zone between the city and Collserola. 
The organization invites community members to actively participate in these outings.

Other social entities in Barcelona such as the Fundació Tres Turons, Foment Martinenc, 
WWF Barcelona or Collserola Verda also contribute to the conservation and forest 
management of Collserola participating in the “Colaboramos con el Parque” Program.

Urban and peri-urban forests are natural regulators of urban hydrological cycles and local 
climate. Among other benefits, these forests reduce the risk of flooding (reducing surface 
runoff, erosion, and improving water infiltration), and minimize climatic extremes linked 
to heat (cooling the urban environment through evapotranspiration and shade).

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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org/

Defense and 
Protection of 
the Llobregat 
Delta

S.O.S. Delta del Llobregat
S.O.S. Delta del Llobregat is a platform of non-governmental entities in defense of the 
Llobregat Delta. Its constitution, created in 2010, is motivated by the effects of 
urbanization on the Delta and its protected areas.

Image: SOS Delta Llobregat.
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Initiative
The platform has maintained its activity of defending the territory of the Delta del Llobregat 
facing urban pressure and projects like Barça Parc or Eurovegas. Among its activities are: 1) 
the study of the biodiversity of the Llobregat Delta (through censuses of wildlife); 2) nature 
conservation (through specific projects); 3) promote the natural values of the Delta 
(through can talks, stops, outings and other activities); and 4) observe the attacks and 
possible threats that hang over the Delta (with campaigns, complaints, allegations, etc.). 
For example, they have organized awareness visits to a local area of pine trees, La Pineda de 
Gavà,  highlighting its water absorption functions in case of floods and recharging of the 
Llobregat Delta aquifer, as well as being a biodiversity refuge, especially for orchids and red 
squirrels. Although it is one of the few pine forests preserved in the Delta del Llobregat, the 
platform denounces the risk of being urbanized because of a lack of protective laws. The 
landscape transformation, the construction of new infrastructures, and other actions in the 
plain and ecosystems of the Delta increase flood risk in the final section of the Llobregat 
river.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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Scale: Nou Barris

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
https://www.canmasdeu.net/

Can Masdeu

Can Masdeu
Can Masdeu is a network of collective cooperation and coexistence projects at the foot of 
the Sierra de Collserola, born in 2001, when a group of activists linked to the alternative 
world movement squatted in the abandoned farmhouse of Can Masdeu. Can Masdeu valley 
comprises 35 hectares of land classified as facilities, as it is part of the Natural Park of 
Collserola and is owned by the Sant Pau Hospital.  But the active custody of this territory is 
held by the groups that have recovered it as an agricultural and social space, which they 
call  "rurbano" (rural and urban). This network mobilizes the community that inhabits the 
farmhouse, and other people who are linked to the valley projects.

Image: Arnau Montserrat.
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Initiative
Can Masdeu advocates for political and social awareness of the effects of climate change in 
Barcelona and possible ways of responding from perspectives such as agroecology or 
environmental justice. In addition, there are two projects that directly contribute to 
resilience against hydro-climatic risks.

Firstly, the restoration project of the large raft of the Can Masdeu valley combines 
approaches from different disciplines aimed at sustainability, such as forest hydrology, 
ecological restoration, bio-landscaping, permaculture and heritage restoration to recover 
the large raft, restore the stream and create a leisure area.  This rehabilitates a key 
infrastructure to store water in periods of drought and the restoration of the stream 
contributes to reducing the impacts of  floods. Secondly, the Can Masdeu community 
gardens have been open since 2002, recovering the old agricultural terraces of the farm. 
Currently, they occupy about 2,800 m2 distributed over more than 30 plots, cultivated 
mainly by older people from Nou Barris.  Like other gardens in the city, they have the 
potential to contribute to resilience against floods, heat waves, and droughts. 

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
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Web: 
https://
huertosurbanosbar-
celona.wordpress.com/

Community 
Gardens in 
Barcelona

Community garden projects
Urban and peri-urban community gardens are self-managed by the gardeners. The activities 
carried out within the garden project are decided collectively, usually in an assembly or more 
informally. Many of these projects are born claiming public space, the right to the city or to 
green. So often community gardens have been created by squatting in one of the many 
existing empty lots in the city. These projects have grouped together into la Red de Huertos 
Comunitarios de Barcelona (Community Garden Network of Barcelona) or in the various 
meetings of community gardens.

Image: Laura Calvet Mir.
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Initiative
Currently, there are about 40 community gardens scattered throughout the different 
neighborhoods of Barcelona city. Among the projects with the longest history are el hortet del 
Forat (2008), los huertos comunitarios del valle de Can Masdeu (2002), Akí me planto (2006), 
el huerto comunitario del Clot (2007), el huerto de la Colònia Castells (2008), el hortet de la 
Farga (2009), el huerto Fort Pienc (2011), or el huerto del Xino (evicted in 2017). Some of the 
latest initiatives are the “outraged garden” that emerged from the experience of the 15-M 
garden commission in Plaza Catalunya (2011), the project Date Una Huerta (2016) or Horta 
Alliberada (2016).

Urban gardens improve soil permeability and runoff infiltration, thus reducing the risk of 
flooding. Like other naturalized spaces, gardens can also have a thermoregulatory effect on 
the micro-climate, mitigating the impacts of heat and offering spaces of climatic refuge to 
both people and urban fauna. Many of these projects collect rainwater, build small ponds or 
tanks to accumulate it, and use padding that retains moisture, thus increasing the resilience of 
these urban agro-ecosystems before episodes of drought. In addition to providing an 
intergenerational and intercultural meeting space that reinforces community ties,  groups that 
have community gardens often raise community awareness and advocate on issues related to 
climate change or water use.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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Comanagement:
Barcelona City Council
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Web: 
https://ajuntament.barce-
lona.cat/ecologiaurbana/ca/
pla-buits

Urban Gardens 
and "Pla Buits" 
Projects

Neighborhood associations and others
Several entities have reenergized the spaces assigned by the City Council within the 
framework of the Pla Buits , such as the neighborhood associations of the Esquerra del 
Eixample, Poble Nou, La Sagrera, or Porta, the Casa Orlandai Cultural Association,  
Aspanias Association, Tarpuna SCCL cooperative, and BioArquitectura Mediterránea. 

Image: Laura Calvet Mir.
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Initiative
In the context of crisis, Pla Buits arises in which the Barcelona City Council invigorates unused 
land, such as empty lots, to make temporary use (3 years) by public or private non-profit 
entities. During the first edition (2012), 19 spaces were put to the competition, of which 12 
projects were finally completed, 9 projects were for urban gardens and one for bioarchitecture: 
Espai Gardenyes (community space driven by urban gardens, bioconstruction workshops and 
other neighborhood activities); Illa dels Tres Horts (with a plaza, an urban garden, water 
collection and bioconstruction); Espai Germanetes (also a garden and other multipurpose 
space); Can Roger (combining communal dining and urban gardening); ConnectHort 
(permaculture garden); Huerto Aspanias (garden used as an educational and therapeutic tool 
for people with intellectual disabilities); La Ferroviaria (garden for old and young people from 
CRAE educational center); Porta’m a l’Hort (self-managed garden with edible and medicinal 
plants); Projecte Verd (urban ecological garden with a desire for social integration); and 
Espacio Txema (space for Mediterranean bioarchitecture and for the dissemination of good 
urban planning practices). The second edition of Pla Buits (2016) also featured projects such as 
EcoVincles (green area with self-supply of rainwater collected from the roof of the connecting 
Youth Center); Horta amb Gràcia (community involvement of people with mental disorders); 
Hort d’en Queni (creation of a sensory museum for people with deaf-blindness based mainly on 
aromatic plants); Can Valent (garden to integrate unemployed); and Aprenem Barcelona (aimed 
at people with autism).

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
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Barcelona City Council

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
https://
www.instagram.com/
huertosinthesky/

Roof and 
Balcony 
Gardens

Huertos in the Sky
Huertos in the Sky works to promote urban garden projects on city rooftops. Led by an 
autonomous engineer, it has a network of collaborators to design, install, maintain, and 
energize projects.

Image: Adela Martínez.
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Initiative
The project aims to convert the empty rooftops of Barcelona into environmentally and 
economically sustainable urban gardens using a circular economy model. The project is 
inspired by the Brooklyn Grange Farm and other similar European projects. In 2018, it was 
selected to participate in a co-financing campaign of la Fundación Goteo in collaboration 
with the Barcelona City Council and thus create a first prototype of a circular garden on the 
roof. Its objectives include: 1) bring nature closer to the city and reducing the ecological 
footprint of producing zero kilometer food; 2) revitalize the communities of neighbors and 
people with similar concerns; and 3) provide a skills development platform for 
reintegration into the labor market for unemployed or vulnerable groups . In May 2019, 
more than 300 plants were planted in the first prototype of a vegetable garden, on a 47 m2 
rooftop of the Barceloneta, producing more than 250 kg of harvests in the first 6 months.

Green agricultural covers contribute to resilience against heat waves, since they improve 
the thermal insulation of the buildings where they are located and reduce the heat island 
effect. They also contribute to adaptation to floods by reducing the water discharged into 
the sewerage.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
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Scale: Nou Barris

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
https://
www.facebook.com/
vallbonaviu/

"AgroVallbona" 
Project

Vallbona Viu
Vallbona Viu is an eco-neighborhood platform that aims to claim and defend the historical 
and natural heritage of the Vallbona neighborhood. Additionally, Arran de Terra, an entity 
that works in the agri-food and local development from the perspective of agroecology and 
food sovereignty, has coordinated the study AgroVallbona. Estudi d’implantació i viabilitat 
(2019), that proposes how to implement the AgroVallbona project and includes 
recommendations on the work phases necessary to develop it.

Image: Vallbona Viu.
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Initiative
The “AgroVallbona” project is a proposal for the future that is being worked on and debated 
to respond to the needs of the Vallbona neighborhood, based on agroecology and social 
economy. On one hand, the project aims to preserve the professional production of 
vegetables on the historic farm of Ponderosa and incorporate a new project of ecological 
gardens and social neighborhoods. On the other hand, the initiative states that the Ritz 
Farm  (an abandoned farm in the neighborhood) houses a community space for 
agroecological revitalization where food can be produced through short circuits, and 
includes a shared kitchen-workshop space. For this rehabilitation, bioconstruction 
techniques and bio-purification ponds as well as the recirculation of water need to be 
implemented. The project also aims to revalue and improve the water-related 
infrastructure of the neighborhood, such as the "Rec Comtal".

The platform also defends a housing model that prioritizes the techniques of 
bioconstruction, energy efficiency, and shared spaces as the backbone of the community. 

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
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EL POU
The “Vall d’Horta i la Muntanya Pelada” study group aims to divulge, disseminate, and 
defend everything related to the history and heritage of the 11 neighborhoods of the 
Horta-Guinardó district.

Scale: Horta-Guinardó

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
https://elpougrupdestudis. 
blogspot.com/

Historical Memory 
of Water in Horta-
Guinardó

Initiative
The initiative of the EL POU study group brings together different types of dissemination 
activities around the history of Barcelona's water in general and specifically of the 
neighborhoods of the Horta-Guinardó district in which they work. For example, they have 
designed routes to travel all the spaces in the Horta-Guinardó neighborhoods, with special 
attention to highlighting the relationship with water, with itineraries following the old 
Horta stream or visits to the neighborhood fountains.  In 2017, they developed an 
investigation into the Can Travi mine recovering the history, operation and journey of this 
key infrastructure for Horta supply. In the fall of 2018, the POU organized two workshops 
on the history of water,  the conference “Barcelona y el agua: de Bàrcino al siglo 
XXI” (“Barcelona and water: from Bàrcino to the 21st century”), and a talk about the water 
mine of the Fargues fountain entitled “Los secretos de la Font d’en Fargues” (“The 
secrets of the Fargues Fountain”). Part of these activities was linked to their 
involvement in the exhibition and guide “Aigua Km Zero”, coordinated by the Barcelona 
History Museum. In 2019, they published a special issue of the EL POU magazine called 
Atles de l’Aigua d’Horta-Guinardó that explains the history of water use throughout the 
district.

Conserving and recovering local water heritage and knowledge can contribute to the 
reframing of solutions to hydro-climatic risks that have been already experienced, 
like droughts or floods.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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Center d’Estudis Ignasi Iglésias (CEII)
The CEII is a non-profit association whose objectives are the investigation and 
dissemination of the history of the old town of Sant Andreu de Palomar (currently the 
neighborhood de Sant Andreu), as well as the conservation of its historical and cultural 
heritage. Even so, many of their works go beyond the old town and focus on knowledge of 
the towns on the plain of Barcelona that surrounded the city and were annexed in 1897. 

Scale: Sant Andreau

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought

Web: 
http://
centreestudisignasii-
glesias.blogspot.com/

Historical Memory 
of Water: el "Rec 
Comtal" 

Initiative
This initiative promoted by the CEII is dedicated to the conservation and recovery of the 
memory of a key infrastructure for the historical supply of water in Barcelona: the "Rec 
Comtal" (the county canal). Only in 2018, the CEII organized a series of activities around 
the history of the Rec Comtal, such as the recovery of memories and experiences of 
residents of Sant Andreu, Trinitat, Vallbona and Montcada; the design of itineraries on the 
still existing sections of the Rec from the Montcada mine up to Trinitat Vella; the disclosure 
about the medieval origins of the canal; or the organization of debates on the role of the 
future Rec Comtal Interpretation Center. These activities accompanied the exhibition “El 
Rec Comtal. Pasado, presente y futuro”  (“Rec Comtal. Past, present and future"). To 
further spread the history of the Rec Comtal, the CEII has carried out other actions 
throughout of the old canal to preserve the heritage and has recovered the memory and 
disseminated elements of water heritage within the Sant Andreu neighborhood. 

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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Col·legi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya (CoAC)
“Arquitectura i Sostenibilitat” (AuS) (“Architecture and Sustainability”) was born in 2005 
as an internal group of the Col·legi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya (CoAC) with the aim of 
generating debate around sustainability and leading different actors of society 
(technicians, schools, administrations, consumers) to improve conditions, and  to develop 
architecture that is more respectful to the environment. 

Scale: Barcelona

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heat wave

Web: 
http://aus.arquitectes.cat/

“Arquitectura i 
Sostenibilitat” 
(AuS)

Initiative
The initiative consists, on the one hand, in the organization of training events on 
sustainability and architecture, such as the Conference on Sustainable, Healthy and 
Resilient Architecture and City, the Congress on Architecture and Health or the conference 
“Bienestar y energía en el edificio: una cuestión de arquitectura” (Well-being and Energy in 
the building: an architecture issue). On the other hand, it carries out technical visits 
(#visitesAuS) to reference projects of sustainable architecture in Barcelona such as the 
Research Institute of Sant Pau Hospital, the housing cooperative of La Borda, the Turó de 
la Peira Sports Center, and the Fabra and Coats youth housing. One of the topics that the 
group works on is the study of construction systems that adapt better to our Mediterranean 
climate, since they question the mimetic application of models of cold climates.

At the same time, a communication channel is offered between the partners for the 
dissemination of news, calls, prizes, references to interesting projects, informative 
websites, etc., and facilitates the participation of group members in activities and projects 
that spread sustainable architecture. In addition, AuS coordinates with CoAC to promote 
sustainable public policies that can include aspects of urban resilience.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
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Web: 
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC0AvGEOYqDtt_8D_ 
wPydkcA/

Ambientubers

Ambientubers
Ambientubers is a team of four young graduates in Environmental Sciences who work to 
spread information related to the environment through social networks in Barcelona. They 
also organize educational actions and volunteer work with environmental activities such as 
by facilitating workshops and street-level activities to raise awareness to citizens, seminars 
in schools, and waste collection in the Collserola Natural Park, among others.

Initiative
The Ambientubers project was born in 2016 with the opening of a profile on various social 
networks (YouTube, Instagram, Facebook and Twitter) to raise awareness about 
environmental issues and encourage their followers to act. Among the videos published on 
their YouTube channel, include informative videos, informative interviews, tips in a 
pleasant and knowledgeable tone of interaction. Among other issues related to urban 
resilience, they have worked and published videos about the green roofs of Barcelona, air 
pollution in the city, the effects of climate change, and the circular economy.

Image: Ambientubers.
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Web: 
http://parkingdaybcn.org/

Park(ing) Day 
Barcelona

Espai Ambiental Cooperativa, ISGlobal
Espai Ambiental is a non-profit worker cooperative founded in 2004 to design and manage 
community socio-environmental projects. They work with urban composting, responsible 
consumption, food use and urban sustainability through citizen participation and social 
partners. 

ISGlobal is a research center dealing with communicable, and chronic diseases, and their 
environmental and climatic causes. Born in 2010 as a consortium between academic and 
government institutions, and the “la Caixa” Foundation, it has the objective of facing the 
challenges of health in a globalized world.

.

Initiative
The Park(ing) Day Barcelona Project is an annual event that takes place in more than 200 
cities around the world and that has been held in Barcelona since 2014. It is coordinated 
by Espai Ambiental Cooperativa in collaboration with ISGlobal, and has the support of the 
Barcelona City Council and the participation of multiple city groups. It is a performative 
and educational action where the various group participants temporarily transform public 
parking spaces in parks, gardens, and other forms of public space. The objective of these 
actions is to claim a model of city centered on people and the environment, and therefore 
promote the culture of urban resilience. 

The Park(ing) Day Barcelona 2019 coincided with the mobility week and with the start of 
the Climate Strike week. During the event, 70 installations occupied and transformed up to 
120 parking spaces (equivalent to 1500 m2 of public space) with fifty scheduled activities. 

Image: Espai Ambiental cooperativa.
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es/index.php/ca/

Associació Catalana d’Enginyeria Sense Fronteres (ESF), Plataforma 
Aigua és Vida, Aliança contra la pobresa energètica (APE)
The Associació Catalana d’Enginyeria Sense Fronteres (ESF) is a cooperative association 
that works to guarantee universal access to basic services, accompanying social change 
and putting technology at the service of social transformation. Aigua és Vida is a platform 
that brings together different organizations to achieve policy and management of the 
integral water cycle of Catalonia, to ensure it is run by the public sector with citizen 
participation and social control. 

Aliança contra la pobresa energètica (APE) unites different entities with the aim of 
pressuring and denouncing public administrations for their immobility in the face of 
energy and water supply companies.

The Human 
Right to Water 
in the Context 
of Climate 
Change

Initiative
These entities try to insert the context of climate emergency in their demands for universal 
access to basic services and for the Human Right to Water and Sanitation (DHAS). For 
example, in 2019 ESF, in collaboration with other entities, organized the conference 
"Alianzas públicas y comunitarias para garantizar el DHAS en un contexto de 
emergencia climática” (“Public and community alliances to guarantee DHAS in the 
context of climate emergency"), aimed at municipal staff, water operators, and civil 
society organizations. The objective was to value public-public and public-community 
alliances and partnerships in the field of water as a tool to guarantee DHAS, especially 
critical in the context of climate emergency. Aigua és Vida has carried out 
campaigns and mobilizations in Barcelona arguing that the public control of water 
safeguards this common good and can better face the impacts of climate change on the 
water cycle, such as droughts and floods. APE combines political advocacy campaigns 
and awareness of indiscriminatory power cuts and the rights of vulnerable households, 
offering collective advice to avoid these cuts and guarantee access to basic services 
(water, energy and gas).
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Arrels Fundació
Foundation that accompanies and cares for homeless people in the city of Barcelona, raises 
community awareness, denounces unjust situations, and provides solutions to 
administrations and civil society to make it possible that there is no 
#nadiedurmiendoenlacalle (No one sleeping in the streets). 

Scale: Barcelona

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
heat wave

Web: 
https://www.arrelsfunda-
cio.org/informacio-practi-
ca-dies-de-calor/

A Dignified Life 
for Homeless 
People "Whether 
it's Warm or Cold"

Image: Arrels Fundació.
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Initiative
Since 2016, Arrels Fundació has raised awareness in the community and in institutions 
about the effects of heat waves for homeless people (dehydration, burns from solar 
radiation, suffering from high temperatures), since traditionally, the attention only 
increased during cold spells. It also does political advocacy to transform the specific 
emergency plans activated in the event of hot or cold episodes for people living on the 
street, towards more comprehensive policies that look at the medium and long term. 
Specifically, they propose: 1) open night spaces for low-demand reception, not 
overcrowded and in which the person can stay for the necessary time; 2) enable more day 
spaces, located in each neighborhood and that offer useful services such as showers, 
luggage storage, heated living rooms, etc.  During the hottest and coldest months, they 
would offer shelter to those with nowhere to go; 3) look beyond the temperature as a 
criterion to activate or withhold resources or protocols for the homeless because that 
means that access to accommodation is even more unstable; and 4) enable hosting 
resources that look at the medium and long term, that give stability to the person and 
protect them from heat, cold, rain, violence, and other risks.

Currently, when the Barcelona heat wave protocol is activated, bottles of water are 
distributed among people who sleep on the street and are informed of the possibility of 
using air-conditioned centers during the hottest hours.
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Cooperativa d’Habitatge en cessió d’ús La Borda
The La Borda housing cooperative is a self-organized entity that aims to increase access to 
decent, non-speculative housing, that puts its usage value at the center.

Scale: Sants-Montjuïc

Hydro-climatic risk:  Heat 
wave, drought

Web: 
http://www.lacol.coop/
pro-jectes/laborda/

http://www.laborda.coop/

La Borda 
Housing 
Cooperative

Initiative
The project was born in 2012 driven by the desire to recover the Can Batlló industrial 
complex to the social fabric of the Sants neighborhood. In 2015 the transfer of land was 
signed in favor of La Borda for 75 years. The project has three principles: 1) collective 
housing (combining the 28 houses with community spaces); 2) sustainability and 
environmental quality (minimizing the environmental impact of both the construction of 
the building and its lifetime); and 3) user participation (in the design process, as well as 
the construction and use). To ensure comfort in homes with the minimum consumption of 
resources, La Borda has prioritized passive strategies with the maximum use of existing 
resources. For example, the bioclimatic design of the building has resulted in levels of 
insulation higher regulatory requirements, maximum solar use, cross ventilation, south-
facing galleries, and covered patios, thus minimizing energy consumption and adapting to 
both episodes of cold and heat. It also promotes a change in habits in water consumption 
and they have decided to collectively track water bills.

To reduce water demand, they use efficient systems in kitchens and sinks (taps, 
appliances) and collectivize use for laundry or the bathtub. These actions aim to achieve a 
consumption of only 70 liters per person a day (the average consumption per inhabitant 
and day in Barcelona is 107 liters). Some are willing to implement actions such as the use 
of rainwater, the reuse of gray water (from the shower and sinks) and the phyto-
purification of yellow water (urine), but due to lack of budget at the moment, they have 
not been carried out during the first phase of construction. Because mostly dry 
construction techniques are used (wood panels), water consumption has been minimized 
during the construction process.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia Estatal 
de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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Sostre Cívic 
Sostre Cívic is a cooperative with more than 900 members who promote an alternative model 
of access to housing through the dissemination, advice, search for financing, promotion and 
management of cooperative housing. Born in 2004 as an association and in 2010 as a 
cooperative, it works with the objective of promoting an alternative model of access to 
housing: more just and accessible, non-profit, non-speculative and transformative. In the 
case of Barcelona, they are currently promoting cooperative housing projects in La Balma 
(Poblenou) and Cirerers (Roquetes).

Scale: Barcelona

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave

Web: 
https://sostrecivic.coop/
pro-jectes/princesa49/

Princessa 49: 
Rehabilitation for 
Environment and 
Community

Initiative
The Princesa49 project was born in 2014 as a pilot test of a cooperative housing project in 
the City of Barcelona. In 2016, the City Council transferred the use of the building in 
Princesa street to Sostre Cívic for 75 years, in exchange for making a comprehensive 
rehabilitation. Finally, in June 2018, after a participatory process to define the project, the 
new neighbors began to live in the five houses of the building. 

One of the objectives of the rehabilitation has been to minimize energy demand and 
improve thermal comfort through passive systems, such as the insulation of closures with 
cork and clay, the improvement and recovery of carpentry, and the incorporation of radiant 
systems; and through active systems, such as the installation of renewable energy (solar 
panels and a biomass boiler). The project also has a rainwater tank and a gray water 
recycling tank. All energy and water systems have been centralized to improve efficiency 
and share resources. The project is enrolled in the Catalan’s government Greenhouse Gas 
Emission Reduction Program, and throughout 2019 consumption has been monitored. The 
starting scenario indicates that this energy rehabilitation will allow a 90% reduction in the 
primary energy consumption (with emissions of only 3.5 Kg CO2/ m2 year).

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación (PGC2018-100996-AI00 (MCIU / AEI / FEDER, UE))
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El Risell
El Risell is a cooperative of experts that strives to achieve greater environmental, 
economic, and social sustainability. They combine various disciplines and techniques such 
as sociology, environmental science or architecture, to offer services in managing energy 
and housing, environment and landscape, social research and participation.

Scale: Barcelona

Hydro-climatic risk: Heat 
wave

Web: 
https://www.elrisell.cat

Energy 
Empowerment 
Projects

Image: El Risell.
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Initiative
The El Risell cooperative has carried out, in collaboration with other entities, several 
energy empowerment projects that can contribute to resilience against heatwaves. 
For example, in 2018 they created a “Manual for the use of housing”, outlining the 
Princesa49 housing cooperative development, managed by Sostre Cívic. The aim of the 
manual was empowering the families of the building in terms of knowing the home where 
they live and knowing how to manage energy in an efficient way, with the main 
objective of living in comfort and minimizing household energy consumption. In the same 
year, they started the project “El derecho a la energía como eje vertebrador de 
cambio” ("The right to energy as the backbone of change"), articulating a community 
network in the Marina neighborhood in order to carry out an early detection of possible 
cases of energy vulnerability and work collectively to guarantee the right to energy of all 
neighbors. Previously, in 2016, they had made a report called “Empoderamiento 
energético” ("Energy empowerment"). The project had a dual purpose: on the one 
hand, to advise families that have participated in the project and, on the other hand, to 
disseminate these tips to the citizens with the mission of achieving collective energy 
empowerment.
Energy empowerment has also been experienced in schools through of the E3 project that 
El Risell has developed in collaboration with Aiguasol and Tarpuna. From 2017-2018 they 
implemented a pilot test in three educational centers in Barcelona, to work with students 
to be aware and improve energy in educational centers with the aim of empowering 
students and teachers, as well as achieving thermal comfort and energy savings.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
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Raons Públiques, Celobert
Raons Públiques is an urban social innovation cooperative. The project was born in 2009 with 
the goal of creating and/or transforming fair and sustainable urban environments. Celobert 
is a cooperative of architects established in 2010 that is committed to sustainable 
architecture, proximity engineering and transformative urban planning.

Scale: Gràcia

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood

Web: 
http://celobert.coop/projec-
te/vallcarca-rebrota/

Vallcarca 
“Rebrota”

Initiative
The Vallcarca Rebrota (Vallarca Regrowth) project was presented in 2017 to the 
international ideas competition for reforming the old part of Vallcarca neighborhood. The 
project proposed a new park in the Vallcarca neighborhood, minimizing construction, 
preserving the permeability of the soil, and highlighting the slope of the terrain. The 
project also included the introduction of new urban gardens within the park. In addition, it 
minimized the urbanization of interiors of the island, thus maintaining the permeability of 
the soil also in the private space, promoting well-oriented buildings with high energy 
efficiency. Finally, water management was integrated into the proposal with a complex 
system of collection and use of water at the service of the gardens and park, with the 
creation of two water tanks of different height to supply the gardens.

Some of the elements of this project, such as the preservation of the permeability of the 
soil, have been introduced in the "Neighborhood Authorship Document" which aims to 
establish guidelines in a participatory manner among the residents of Vallcarca, to adapt 
the winning proposal of the contest.

This document has been produced within the framework of the RESCITIES project coordinated by UOC and financed by Agencia 
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Scale: Les Corts, Sarrià-Sant 
Gervasi, Gràcia, Horta- 
Guinardó, Nou Barris

Comanagement:
Collserolla Park

Hydro-climatic risk: Flood, 
drought, heatwave

Web: 
http://activitats4f.blogspot. 
com

Monitoring and 
Recovery of Natural 
Water Sources

Associació Fes Fonts Fent Fonting
Non-profit association that aims to investigate and publicize all the natural water sources 
of the Sierra de Collserola and the entire area of the Metropolitan Area of Barcelona, 
promoting the rehabilitation of sources in poor condition or abandoned, and promoting 
their knowledge of natural and architectural heritage, as well as their use and respectful 
enjoyment.

Initiative
The association conducts bibliographic and field research of all known water sources in the 
Sierra de Collserola, geo-references their position, and disseminates these sources, its 
position, the ways to get there and the infrastructure development works on the website 
www.fontscollserola.com. It also disseminates this knowledge through articles in 
magazines, guides, exhibitions, preparing itineraries that go through the sources, and the 
informative and interpretive guidance of the itineraries and the sources. The association 
also monitors on the ground the state of these water sources by cleaning, recovering, and 
conducting archeology works, through an agreement with the Collserola Park. Only in 
Barcelona, the entity has described and located 124 natural water sources (some of them 
already disappeared).

Monitoring, rehabilitation, and knowledge about the sources and mines of the Sierra 
Collserola contributes to improving resilience against droughts and floods and to maintain 
places of refuge during episodes of heat.

Image: Associació Fes Fonts Fent Fonting. 
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